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THE GOVERNMENT INFORMS

The spring meeting of the government was held on 11th May 2012 in Helsinki. 
Change of the exarch of the Exarchate of Finland: after eight years of success-

ful leadership of Risto Junttila the exarchate elected 19th May 2012 unanimously 
Erkko Kajander, bailie of the Bailiwick of Helsinki, the new exarch for the period 
of five years.

Change of the bailie of the autonomous Bailiwick of the Czech Republic: 
after the period of five years of Miroslav Majer the bailiwick elected 23rd March 
2012 unanimously Karel Kucera, long-standing secretary of the bailiwick, the new 
bailie for the period of five years.

The Master approved both elections.

The Master admitted new members to the Order:
Exarchate of Finland: Kalevi Kiviniemi, b. 30.6.1958, concert organist, 
Antti Lahtinen, b.19.9.1955, vicar, Mika Lehto, b. 1.4.1966, chairman, 
Pauli Lindström, b. 9.9.1950, architect.
Exarchate of Greece: Georgios Kastamonitis, b. 4.8.1976, tradesman,
Exarchate of Sweden: Olof Wilhelm Svederberg, b. 30.8.1941, landlord,
Exarchate of the USA: Martin Philip Adams, b. 31.5.1948, chief of political 
intelligence, David Lee Richardson jr., b. 10.9.1973, naval officer.

Honourings: the chancellor awarded one cross of merit 1. cl. and four medals 
of merit of various ranks to knights of the Exarchate of Finland.

Changes in membership: by decision of 11th May 2012 two members resigned 
from membership; one member was expelled due to unpaid annual fees.

Roster: the updated roster was attached to the OCM website in April 2012. 
Secr.gen. Jorma Ahonen got less than expected updated dates of the members. 
The secretaries are kindly requested to check the personal dates of the members 
of their unit and to forward those to secr.gen. Jorma Ahonen (e-mail: j.ahonen@
pp4.inet.fi) . The next roster will be attached to the OCM website in autumn 2012. 

OCM international convention (60 years anniversary of the OCM) 6 – 8 Sept 
2013 in Salzburg/Austria. The announcement is in this of issue The Constantin-
ian News.

  Jürgen Schumacher
  chancellor
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The most important event of the OCM in the year 2011 was the international 
convention of the Order at Haikko Manor in Porvoo/Finland, 1.-3.7. Under the 
leadership of the Master H.S.H. Friedrich von Beaufort-Spontin more than 
120 official guests, dames, knights and spouses gathered, becoming engrossed in 
several topics of actuality and in the field of ecumenism and additionally deepen-
ing the knightly friendship. The High Patron of the OCM, H.B. Theodoros II 
Pope and Patriarch of Alexadria and All Africa, was represented by H.E. George 
Haramis, Exarch of the Exarchate of Greece.

The OCM stood for its responsibility of keeping good contacts and fulfilling 
the annual charitable support to the Patriarchate of Alexandria. 

The Master headed one meeting of the Executive Committee in Porvoo 1.7. 
Beyond that, he kept close contact to the Government discussing main topics of 
the meeting agendas over the phone.

 The Master promoted two persons to grand officers and three officers to 
knightcommanders of the Order. 

The Council of the Order took responsibility in approving the budget proposal 
of the Government and accepting the accounting of the Order.

The Government steered the international work of the Order with the sup-
port of the Master. The Government held 5 meetings; one of those, in Porvoo, 
was headed by the Master.

The Executive Committee, seated in Finland/Sweden, undertook most of 
the daily work. 

The Master attended the OCM-meeting in Nürnberg Germany. The Master 
and the Government were represented by one member at the national meetings and 
investitures of the Exarchates of the U.S.A, Greece and Sweden and the bailiwick 
of St. Halvard of Oslo.

The Chancellor awarded, with authorization of the Master, three cross of merit 
and different ranks of the medal of merit to 34 merited knights.

ANNUAL REPORT 2011
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The structure of the membership of the Order shows several changes. The most 
dramatic change was that the Master closed the Russian Exarchate (29 members) 
due to unpaid fees. Only the exarch stayed as the member of Diaspora. Eleven 
members passed away and 9 members resigned. 

The Master admitted 35 new members to the Order from Finland, Greece, 
Sweden, the U.S.A, Austria and Norway.

Members in the Order as of 1.1.2012: 475

By January 1st, 2012 the number of honorary members of the Ordo Sancti Con-
stantini Magni was 41, and the number of paying members 475.

Honorary members 41
Exarchate of Finland (10 Bailiwicks) 224 Bailiwick of Austria 20
Exarchate of Greece (7 Bailiwicks) 76 Bailiwick of the Czech Republic 7
Exarchate of Sweden (4 Bailiwicks) 66 Bailiwick of Germany 14
Exarchate of the USA (4 Bailiwicks) 48 Bailiwick of Oslo 17
Diaspora  4

As far as reports of the exarchates and bailiwicks of the Order were received, 
they enable the Government to survey the activities of the different organizations. 
The number of meetings and subject matter of the gatherings differs considerable 
in the different national units. Many of them run charitable projects. Unfortunately 
from some units there are no detailed reports available.

At the end of the year The Roster was attached to the website of the OCM 
(members only). 

Four issues of The Constantinian News were edited, one of them in colours and 
in larger shape introducing international convention in Porvoo. The vice chancellor 
sent four circulars, fixed to the OCM website, containing mostly notes and actual 
information from the Government. 

Finances. 
Ordo Sancti Constantini Magni is a tiny order and is diminishing year after year. 
This, of course, is raising hinders and difficulties against keeping the high standard 
of good administration which already for years has been one of the main principles 
of the Government. At the same time the Order is approaching the great celebra-
tion of the 60th anniversary in 2013. Closing one of the Exarchates and the loss 
in membership figures is not the easiest formula! It cannot be pressed too much 
that the chivalry oath demands a lifelong commitment!
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High figures in the circulation of membership multiply the purchase costs of 
membership insignia because only a little minority of the local administrators 
make sure that those who leave the Order against their chivalry oath will return 
all their membership insignia! For the time being the Order has succeeded to keep 
the wheels running but if the course described above cannot be changed towards 
growing membership figures and higher income of insignia sales all payments will 
face high increase in prices!
 

Helsinki 29th March, 2012.

  The Government of the OCM

 Jürgen Schumacher Jorma Ahonen Richard Flahavan
 chancellor secretary general member

  Leif Syrstad Reino Koskinen Eleftherios Fonazakis
  vice chancellor  treasurer  member
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Stylianos Kandarakis
KCCM, Treasurer of The Greek Exarchate, 

”Veteran Knight”
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Stylianos Kandarakis  joined the OCM in 1984. The reason was that the OCM 
is a Christian Order following noble chivalry values. It was of most importance 
to him that in our societies which turned more and more materialistic over time, 
some people devoted time and effort to assist the weak and less fortunate. It was 
the spirit of our Order that inspired a team of people, to join the OCM at that 
time and try to remind long-standing, yet forgotten, values to the people around 
us. Looking back, he says that the Order changed his life. He met a lot of people 
with whom they set goals and  tried to fulfill them one by one, step by step, trying 
to have even a small impact in our communities. 

Stylianos Kandarakis has been the Treasurer of the Greek Exarchate for the 
last 16 years.

In his opinion the role of the OCM to our communities is very important, 
and very important has to be in the future. Our Order should continue the social 
activities that aim to provide assistance to the weak. This could be done locally 
or internationally. For that, solidarity is very important. We should try to meet as 
often as we can. Through the International Conventions or National Meetings, 
the common activities, the common goals. The Patriarchate of Alexandria should 
also continue to be one of our points of reference. The work of the Patriarchate is 
of most significance for the African people and for the whole world and it is in full 
accordance with our values. The support of this work was, is and should continue 
to be an important pillar of our goals. 

Our internet site also brings us together. All our knights should try to use it and 
contribute to it. If we know each other better and our ideas circulate faster among 
us, we can surely achieve more. The Order is an active organization in a moving 
world. Therefore, solidarity is the basis of our Order and thus it is a continuing 
process using modern means as well as the old successful classical methods. 

Stylianos has worked as a jeweler, operating a handmade gold jewelry work-
shop and a jewelry wholesale office in Athens and two jewelry retail stores, one in 
Athens and one other in North America. He is now retired and the company is 
continuing their operations under the direction of his two sons. He has been active 
in  professional associations. His hobby is to travel and meet people of different 
background and culture. 

He has two sons and three granddaughters.

 Jorma Ahonen
 secretary general
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ORDO SANCTI CONSTANTINI MAGNI
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF

THE PATRIARCHATE OF ALEXANDRIA AND ALL AFRICA

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
AND

60th ANNIVERSARY OF THE ORDER 

in Salzburg, Austria, September 6 – 8, 2013

Preparations of the Autonomous Bailiwick of Austria are in full progress
Information about program and costs in The Constantinian News no. 3 /2012

on the OCM website

�
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Annual Meeting 
of The Exarchate of Greece

On 27th May about 50 members of the Greek exarchate, most of them accom-
panied by their spouses, go together for the annual meeting of the exarchate. The 
morning session contained the economical statement of the exarchate given by 
secretary/treasurer Michael Kandarakis followed by excellent lectures about the 
‘History of the Cross’ (Vice Exarch Vassilios Yannakakos), ‘Knighthood Today’ 
(Bailie Panagiotis Apostolopoulos) and ‘Cruisades and Byzantium’ (Chev. Theo-
dosios Anagnostopoulos). The chancellor held a meeting with the exarch, vice 
exarch and bailies concerning administrative matters of the Order. The meeting 
culminated in a festive investiture in presence of the representative of the Patriarch 
Theodoros II H.E. Petros, the Metropolitan Geron of Axum. The investiture 
was chaired by the Exarch George Haramis and conducted by the Master of 
ceremonies Panayotis Chalikias. The chancellor admitted to the Order 15 new 
Greek members.
 Jürgen Schumacher
  chancellor

The investiture.

The guards of the bailies. The dubbing ceremony.

H.E. Petros, the Metropolitan Geron
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We Congratulate

Many members of our Order will, in the near future, celebrate their birthday.
We congratulate them and wish them many happy years to come.

Coming OCM Events
21.-23.09.2012 Exarchate of Sweden, meeting and investiture in Gothenburg
01.09.2012 Exarchate of the USA, meeting and investiture.
06.-08.09.2013 60-Years Anniversary Convention of the OCM in Salzburg Austria

85 years
Aarno Mikael Strömmer 6.9

80 years
Pentti Antero Korhonen 23.7.

William B. Sellen 11.8.
Aarne Olavi Mikael Nupponen 29.9.

Dimitris Smokovitis 6.10. 

75 years
Leonidas Varagis 21.10. 

70 years
Ioannis Scouloudis 10.8.

Nils Harry Nordkvist 14.8.
Kari Alanko 6.9.

Arvo Kalervo Hovi 13.9.
Erkki Eino Haikola 23.9.

Hermann Lohr 14.10.
Lars Julin 3.11.

Antti Jukka Paarma 1.12.
Alfred Werner Bayerke 3.12.
Thomas Custer Milton 25.12. 

60 years
Juhani Kannelmaa 27.7.

Mikko August Lauren 30.9.
Robert Lundberg 30.9.
Mats Johansson 24.10.

Åke Widholm 9.11.
Heikki Pylkkänen 27.11.

Matti Johannes Pörhö 19.12

50 years
Christer Emil Martin Martin-Löf 24.7.

Stefan Lagraeus 3.8.
Gregory Chonrocoukis 17.9.
Mats Ingemar Björk 16.10.

Nils Johan Christer Svärd 30.10.
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is an OCM publication (2008) in regard to it’s
editorial content well estimated by several experts.

Every OCM member should read the book, which is also 
worth to be presented to many of your friends.

Price now: 10 Euro.
Available by treasurer Reino Koskinen: racecar@pp.inet.fi 

THE SPIRITUAL HERITAGE OF 
CONSTANTINE THE GREAT


